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REVISED AND RESTATED
DROUGHT CONTINGENCY PLAN

FOR THE
City of petersburg

OcI.14,2OL4

Declaration of policy, purpose, and Intent

In order to conserve the available water supply and protect the integrity of water supply facilities, withparticular regard for domestic water use, sanitation, and fire protection, and to protect and preserve
publ ic health,  welfare, and safety,  and to minimize the adverse impacts of water supply shortage orother water supply emergency conditions, the city of Petersburg hereby adopts the following
regulat ions and restr ict ions on the derivery and consumption of water.

water uses regulated or prohibi ted under this Drought Cont ingency plan (the plan) are considered to benon-essent ial '  cont inuat ion of such uses during t imes of water shortage or other emergency water
supply condit ion are deemed to const i tute a waste of water which subjects the offender(s) to penalt ies
as def ined in Sect ion X of this plan.

Section l l :  Public Involvement

opportunity for the publ ic to provide input into the preparat ion of the plan was provided by the ci ty ofPetersburg by means of providing a forum for input in the local newspaper,  by holding publ ic meetings,
and by speaking at local c iv ic organizat ions.

Section l l l : Public Education

The ci ty of Petersburg wi l l  per iodical ly provide the publ ic with information about the plan, including
information about the condit ions under which each stage of the pran is to be ini t iated or terminated andthe drought response measures to be implemented in each stage. This information wi l l  be provided bymeans of press releases, publ ic meetings, and speaking a local c iv ic organizat ions.

section lv: coordination with Regionar water pranning Groups

The service area of the ci ty of Petersburg is located within the Llano Estacado regionalwater planning
area and the City of Petersburg has provided a copy of this plan to the Llano Estacado Regionalwater
P lann ing  Group.

Section V: Authorization

The Mayor of Petersburg, or the ci ty Manager are hereby authorized and directed to imptement theappl icable provisions of this Plan upon determinat ion that such imprementat ion is necessary to protectpubl ic health,  safety,  and welfare. The Mayor of Petersburg, or the ci ty Manager,  shal l  have the



authoritY to initiate or terminate drought or other water supply emergency response measures as
descr ibed in  th is  P lan .

Section Vl: Application

The provisions of this Plan shal lapply to al l  persons, customers, and property ut i l iz ing water provided by
the City of Petersburg. The terms, "person" and "customer" as used in the Plan, include individuals,
corporat ions, partnerships, associat ions, and al l  other legal ent i t ies.

Section Vll: Definitions

For the purposes of this Plan, the fol lowing def ini t ions shal l  apply:

Aesthetic Water Use: water use for ornamental or decorative purposes such as fountains, reflecting
pools,  and water gardens.

Commercial  and Inst i tut ional Water Use: water use which is integral  to the operat ions of commercial
and non-prof i t  establ ishments and governmental  ent i t ies such as retai l  establ ishments, hotels and
motels,  restaurants, and off ice bui ldings.

Conservat ion: those pract ices, techniques, and technologies that reduce the consumption of water,
reduce loss or waste of water, improve the efficiency in the use of water or increase the recycling and
reuse of water so that a supply is conserved and made avai lable for future or al ternat ive uses.

Customer: any person, company, or organizat ion using water suppl ied by the City of petersburg.

Domestic Water Use: water use for personal needs or for household or sanitary purposes such as
drinking, bathing, heat ing, cooking, sanitat ion, or for c leaning a residence, business, industry,  or
inst i tut ion.

Even Number Address: street addresses, box numbers, or rural  postal  route numbers ending in O, Z, 4,6,
or 8 and locat ions without addresses.

Industr ial  Water Use: the use of water in processes designed to convert  mater ials of lower value into
forms having greater usabi l i ty and value.

Landscape lrr iAat ion Use: water used for the i rr igat ion and maintenance of landscaped areas, whether
publ ic ly or pr ivately owned, including resident ial  and commercial  lawns, gardens, gol f  courses, parks,
and rights-of-way and medians.

Non-essent ial  Water Use: water uses that are not essent ial  nor required for the protect ion of publ ic
health, safety, and welfare, including:



a' lrrigation of landscape areas, including parks, athletic fields, and golf courses, except
otherwise provided in this plan;

b' Use of water to wash any motor vehicle, motorbike, boat, trailer, airplane or other vehicle;c' use of water to wash down any sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, tennis courts,or other hard_surfaced areas;
d' use of water to wash down buildings or structures for purposes other than immediate fireprotection;

e' Flushing gutters or permitting water to run or accumulate in an gutter or street;f' Uses of water to fil l, refil l, or add to any indoor or outdoor swimming pools or Jacuzzi-typepools;
g' Use of water in a fountain or pond for aesthetic or scenic purposes except where necessaryto support aquatic life;
h' Failure to repair a controllable leak(s) within a reasonable period after having been givennotice directing the repair of such leak(s); and
i' Use of water from hydrants for construction purposes or any other purposes other than fire-fighting or water protection measures.

odd Numbered Address: street addresses, box numbers, or rurar postal route numbers ending in L, 3, 5,7, or 9.

section vlll: criteria for Initiation and Termination of Drought Response stages

The Mayor of Petersburg or the city Manager shall monitor water supply and/or demand conditions ona daily basis and shall determine when conditions warrant initiation or termination of each stage of thePlan, that is, when the specified ,,triggers,, 
are reached.

The triggering criteria described berow are based on known system capacity rimits.

Stage 1 Triggers - Mild Water Shortage Conditions

Requirements for lnitiation
customers shall be requested to voluntarily conserve water and adhere to the prescribed restrictions oncertain water uses, defined in section Vll - Definitions, when total daily water demand equals orexceeds 500,000 gailons for 3 consecutive days or 600,000 gailons on a singre day.

Requirements for termination
stage 1- of the Plan may be rescinded when all of the conditions risted as triggering events have ceasedto exist for a period of 3 consecutive days.



Stage 2 Triggers - Severe Water Shortage Conditions

Requirements for initiation
customers shall be required to comply with the requirements and restrictions on certain non-essentialwater uses for stage 2 of this Plan when total daily water demand equals or exceeds 600,000 gallons on3 consecutive days or 700,000 gallons on a single day.

stage 2 of the Plan may be rescinded when all of the conditions risted as triggering events have ceasedto exist for a period of 3 consecutive days. Upon termination of stage 2, stage 1 becomes operative.

stage 3 Triggers - EMERGENCy water shortage conditions

Requirements for in i t iat ion
customers shall be required to comply with the requirements and restrictions for stage 3 of this plan
when the Mayor of Petersburg, or the city Manager, determine that a water supply emergency existsbased on:

1' Major water line breaks, or pump or system failures occur, which cause unprecedented lossof capability to provide water service; or
2- Naturar or man-made contaminat ion's of the water suppry source(s).

Requirements for termination
stage 3 of the Plan may be rescinded when allof the conditions risted as triggering events have ceasedto exist for a period of 2 davs.

Section lX: Drought Response Stages

The Mayor of Petersburg, or the city manager, shall monitor water supply and/ordemand conditions ona daily basis and, in accordance with the triggering criteria set forth in section Vllt of this plan, shalldetermine that a mild, severe, emergency or water shortage condition exists and shall implement thefollowing notification procedures:

Notification

Notification to the Public:
The Mayor of petersburg, or the city Manager, shail notify the pubric by means of:

o publication on the City,s website; and/or
r placement of notice on the marquee at the Citv plaza

Additiona I Notification :
The Mayor of Petersburg, or the city Manager, shall notify directly, or cause to be notified directly, thefol lowing individuals and ent i t ies:

o Members of the City Council
r Fire Chief



a' water customers are requested to voluntarily limit the irrigation of landscaped areas tosundays and rhursdays for customers with a street address ending in an even number (0, 2,4' 6 or 8)' and saturdays and wednesdays for water customers with a street address endingin an odd number (1, 3,  5,  7 or 9),  and to i rr igate landscapes only between the hours ofmidnight and l '0:00 a'm. and 8:00 p.m. to midnight on designated water ing days.
b' All operations of the city of Petersburg shall adhere to water use restrictions prescribed forStage 2 of the plan.

c' water customers are requested to practice water conservation and to minimize ordiscontinue water use for non_essential purposes.

Stage 2 Response - Severe Water Shortage Conditions

. City Emergency Management Coordinator
r County Commissioner
r TCEe (only when mandatory restrictions are imposed)

Stage 1 Response - Mild Water Shortage Conditions

Goal:  Achieve a voruntary 25 percent reduct ion in dairy water demand.

Voluntarv Water Use Restrictions:

Goal:  Achieve a 40 percent reduct ion in dai ly water demand.

water use Restrictions: Under threat of penalty for violation, the following water use restrictions shallapply to al l  persons:

a. The fol lowing uses of water are def ined as non-essent ial  and are prohibi ted:
1. wash down of any sidewarks, warkways, driveways, parking rots, tennis courts, orother ha rd-surfaced areas;
2' Use of water to wash down buildings or structures for purposes other than

immediate fire protection;
3. Use of water for dust control;
4 '  Flushing gutters or permit t ing water to run or accumulate in any gutter or street;

and
5' Fai lure to repair  a control lable leak(s) within a reasonable period after having beengiven notice directing the repair of such leak{s).

lrrigation of landscaped areas shall be limited to designated watering days between thehours of 12:00 midnight and 10:00 a.m. and between g p.m. and 12:00 midnight and shalbe by means of hand-held hoses, hand-held buckets, drip irrigation, or permanently installedautomatic spr inkler system only.  The use of hose-end sprinklrs in prohibi ted at al l  t imes.use of water to wash any motor vehicle, motorbike, boat, trailer, airplane or other vehiclenot occurring on the premises of a commercial car wash and commercial service stationsand not in the immediate interest of public health, safety, and welfare is prohibited.

b ,

c.
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f.

Further' such vehicle washing at commercial car washes and commercial service stationsshall  occur onry between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. and between 6:00 p.m. andL0:00 p.m.
The filling, refiting, or adding of water to swimming poors, wading poors, and Jacuzzi_typepools is prohibited.
operation of any ornamental fountain or pond for aesthetic or scenic purposes is prohibitedexcept where necessary to support aquatic rife or where such fountains or ponds areequipped with a recirculation system.
No application for new, addit ionar, expanded, or increased-in_size water serviceconnections' meters' service lines, pipeline extensions, mains, or water service facilities ofany kind shail  be approved. Time rimits for approvar of such apprications are hereby

il:?r}::' 
for such time as this drought response staSe or a higher-numbered stage shal be

Enforcement

No person shail knowingry or intentionaily ailow the use of water from the city ofPetersburg for resident ial ,  commercial ,  industr ial ,  agr icul tural ,  governmental ,  or any otherpurpose in a manner contrary to any provision of this plan, or in an amount in excess of thatpermitted by the drought response stage in effect at the time pursuant to action taken bythe Mayor of Petersburg or the city Manager, in accordance with provisions of the plan.Any person who violates this Plan is gui l ty of  a misdemeanor and upon convict ion shal l  bepunished by a f ine of not less than f i f ty dol lars (S50) anO not more than f ive hundred dol lars(5soo1' Each day that one or more of the provisions in this plan is violated shal l  const i tute aseparate offense' lf a person is convicted of three or more distinct violations of this plan,
the ci ty Manager shal l ,  upon due not ice to the customer, be authorized to discont inuewater service to the premised where such violations occur. services discontinued undersuch circumstances shall be restored only upon payment of a re-connection charge, and anyother costs incurred by the city of Petersburg in discontinuing service. In addition, suitabre

Stage 3 Response - EMERGENCy Water Shortage Conditions

Goal: Achieve a 50 percent reduction in totar water use.

Supplv Manaqement Measures:
Measures implemented by the ci ty of Petersburg to manage l imited water suppl ies shal l  includediscont inuing f lushing of water mains, and discont inuing ir i igat ion of publ ic landscaped areas. The ci tywi l l  implement use of al ternate supply sources from surrounding communit ies i f  avai lable.

water Use Restrictions: All requirements of stages 1 and 2 shall remain in effect during stage 3 except:

a. l r r igat ion of landscaped areas is absolutely prohibi ted.
b'  Use of water to wash any motor vehicle,  motorbike, boat,  t rai ler,  airplane or other vehicle isa bsolutely prohibi ted.

Section X:

a .

b.



assurance must be given to the city Manager that the same action shall not be repeatedwhi le the Plan is in effect '  compl iance with this Plan may arso be sought through injunct iverelief in the district court.
c' Any person, including a person classified as a water customer of the city of petersburg, inapparent control  of  the property where a violat ion occurs or or iginates shal l  be presumed tobe the violator, and proof that the violation occurred on the person,s property shallconstitute a rebuttable presumption that the person in apparent control of the propertycommitted the violat ion, but any such person shal l  have the r ight to show that he/she didnot commit the violat ion'  Parents shal l  be presumed to be responsible for v iolat ions of theirminor chi ldren and proof that a violat ion, committed by a chi ld,  occurred on property withinthe parents' control shall constitute a rebuttable presumption that that the parent

committed the violation, but any such parent may be excused if he/she proves that he/shehad previously directed the chi ld not to use the water as i t  was used in violat ion of this plan
and that the parent could not have reasonably known of the violat ion.

d' Any employee of the city of Petersburg, police officer, or other city employee designated bythe Mayor of Petersburg, may issue a citation to a person he/she reasonably believes to bein violat ion of this ordinance. The ci tat ion shal l  be prepared in dupl icate and shal lcontainthe name and address of the al leged violator,  i f  known, the offense charged, and shal l  directhim/her to appear in the Municipal  Court  on the date shown on the ci tat ion for which thedate shal l  not be less than 3 days or more that 5 days from the date the ci tat ion was issued.The alleged violator shall be served a copy of the citation. service of the citation shall becomplete upon del ivery of the ci tat ion to the al leged viorator,  to an agent or emproyee of aviolator '  or to a person over 16 years of age who is a member of the violato/s immediatefamily or is a resident of the violator 's residence. The al leged violator shal l  appear inMunicipal  court  to enter a plea of gui l ty or not gui l ty for the violat ion of this plan. l f  theal leged violator fai ls to appear in Municipal  court ,  a warrant for his/her arrest may beissued' A summons to appear may be issued in l ieu of an arrest warrant.  These cases shal lbe expedited and given preferential setting in Municipal court before all other cases.

Section Xt: Variances

The Mayor of the City of Petersburg, or the city Manager, may, in writing, grant a temporary variancefor existing water uses otherwise prohibited under this plan if it is determined that failure to grant suchvariance would cause an emergency condition adversely affecting the health, sanitation, or fireprotection for the public or the person requesting such variance and if one or more of the followingcondit ions are met:
a'  compl iance with this Plan cannot be technical ly accomprished during the durat ion of thewater supply shortage or other condition for which the plan is in effect.
b '  Al ternat ive methods can be implemented which wi l l  achieve the same level of  reduct ion inwater use.

Persons requesting an exemption from the provisions of this ordinance shall fi le a petition for variancewith the city of Petersburg within 5 days after the Plan or a particurar drought response stage has been



invoked. All petitions for variances shall be reviewed by the Mayor of petersburg, or the city Manager,
and shal l include the fol lowing:

a. Name and address of the petitioner(s).
b. Purpose ofwater use.
c' Specific provision(s) of the Plan from which the petitioner is requesting relief.
d' Detailed statement as to how the specific provision of the plan adversely affects the

petitioner or what damage or harm will occur to the petitioner or others if petitioner
complies with this Ordinance.

e. Description of relief requested.
f. Period of time for which the variance is sought.
g' Alternative water use restrictions or other measures the petitioner is taking or proposes to

take to meet the intent of the plan and the compliance date.
h. Other pertinent information.

Variances granted by the city of Petersburg shall be subject to the following conditions, unless waived or
modified by the Mayor of petersburg, or the City Manager:

a. Variances granted shall include a timetable for compliance.
b. variances granted shall expire when the Plan in no longer in effect, unless the petitioner has

failed to meet specified requirements.

No variance shall be retroactive or otherwise justify any violation of the plan occurring prior to the
issuance of the variance.


